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Air travel goes boom

The number of passengers taking Chinese airlines has increased at an extraordinarily fast rate
in the past decade. Perhaps no better evidence of the boom in air travel exists than the fact
the Beijing International Airport became the second busiest airport in the world in 2010.

9:15 AM, WHEN 1,056 AIRCRAFTS
ARE ABOVE OUR HEADS

China’s sky has never been so busy before.
This map shows the number of commercial
flights in progress on most days at 9:15 AM, one

of the busiest times for air travel.
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Each dot on the map represents a commercial

flight departing or arriving at one of 54
main Chinese airports.
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