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Lisa Bielby is the first for-
eigner in history known to
have participated in a Sich-
uan Opera contest.

Born in Michigan of the
US, Bielby started to study
drama in her hometown
when she was 13 years old.

When she came to
Chengdu at the age of 24,
she enrolled in the provin-
cial Sichuan Opera School
to learn the more orthodox
skills of recitation, acting,
singing and acrobatics.

But she was not the first
and only foreign student
registered in the school,
showing that the ancient
opera has gradually become
a global phenomenon.

Sichuan Opera originat-
ed at the end of the Ming
Dynasty (1368-1644) and
the beginning of the Qing
Dynasty (1644-1911) as
migrants flooded into the
province.

Inscribed on the national
intangible heritage list in
2006, the ancient art form
is widely known for less
constrained singing than
the more popular Peking
Opera.

Dramas are blended with
local dialects, customs,
folk music and dances into
a more humorous form
unique to Sichuan culture.

Face changing is the high-
light, a legacy from ancient
times when it is said people
painted their faces to drive
away wild animals.

Modern Sichuan Opera
has perfected it into an art.

Performers make their
own masks and no one else
knows how they work as
one image flicks in front of
another.

Different masks represent

changing demeanors and
states of mind to show emo-
tions and sudden switches
in mood to achieve artistic
effect.

The dramatic art is main-
ly presented in three forms
— the wiping mask, blow-
ing mask and pulling mask
techniques.

Wiping mask requires
performers to paint cosmet-
ics on a certain part of their
faces.

When wiped off with a
rapid movement, the coun-
tenance of the face appears
to change.

Blowing mask uses pow-
der cosmetics in gold, silver
and ink.

A tiny can with powders
is placed on the floor of the
stage. When actors need to
change faces, they blow into
the can to make the powder
fly up and stick to their face.

Pulling mask is the most
complex, requiring actors
to draw different images on
pieces of well-cut damask,
link them with silk thread
and paste them to their face
one by one.

The silk thread is fas-
tened in the belt or other
inconspicuous part of the
costume.

Covered by dance move-
ments, the actor quickly
whisks away the masks one
by one as the drama devel-
ops.

Performers can change
some 10 masks in less than
20 seconds.

In addition to interesting
culture, the capital of Sich-
uan province also has rich
historical relics.

It is home to the remains
of the Jinsha civilization
that dates back more than
3,000 years

Widely believed to have
been the capital of the

ancient Shu state, the site is
hailed as one of the major
archeological discoveries in
China in the 21st century.

One of the Jinsha relics
unearthed is a gold foil ren-
dering of a divine solar bird.
It is now used as the symbol
of Chengdu and its local
cultural heritage.

The city also has the Qin-
gcheng Mountains and the
Dujiangyan irrigation sys-
tem.

Qingcheng has long been
recognized as the birthplace
of Taoism, China’s ancient
indigenous religion, while
Dujiangyan is considered
to be the oldest functioning
water-control project in the
world.

Chengdu, capital of Sich-
uan province, has imple-
mented a 72-hour visa-free
policy since last September,
which will further help the
iconic culture to “go global’,
local officials say.

The visa policy allows
citizens from 51 countries
in Asia, Europe, the Ameri-
cas and Oceania to spend
three days in Chengdu if
they have valid visas and
onward flight tickets.

Chengdu is the first city
in the western region of
China to offer foreign tour-
ists a three-day visa and the
fourth nationwide to adopt
the policy following Shang-
hai, Beijing and Guangzhou.

72-HOUR VISA-FREE

Above: Sichuan Opera actor.

Right: Some of the colorful face masks used in performances.
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Villas for Rent in Beijing

l Airport Expressway Area  5Br.  600sqm ¥ 45,000 4+1Br.C294sqm ¥ 40,000 4Br.N 558sqm ¥ 65,000  4Br.C9 356sqm ¥ 38,000 3Br. 162sqgm ¥ 16,000  Roseand Ginkgo Villas
Yk FE B Chateau Regalia Australian Garden 3Br. D 251sqm ¥ 32,000 6Br.J 800sgm  ¥120,000 Beijing Eurovillage 4Br.  229sqm ¥ 23,000 4Br.  350sqm ¥ 36,000
Joanna Real Estate l Oa n n a ea Sta te 4Br. 324sqm ¥ 33,000 4Br.  350/400sqm ¥ 33,000 Lane Bridge Villa Quan Fa Garden 4Br. 280sqm ¥ 28,000 River Garden Villa 4Br. 475sgqm ¥ 50,000
4+1Br.470sqm ¥ 40,000  4Br.  500sqm ¥ 35000 4Br. 375sqm ¥ 36000 4Br. 280sqm ¥ 25000 4Br.  400sqm ¥ 30,000 3. A 250sqm ¥ 30,000 Courtyards for Rent
" - i Dynasty Garden LA GRANDE VILLA 6Br.  430sqm ¥ 48,000 5Br.  650sqm ¥ 30,000 Le Leman Lake Villa 4Br.C 300sqm ¥ 33,000 Houhai Courtyard
One of the Largest Real Estate Agencies in China g r s0sqm ¥ 35000 48 270sqm ¥ 20,000 Orchid Garden Jing Shun Road Close to ISB  4Br. A 682sqm ¥ 50,000 cg ¢ 4o0sqm ¥ 4gopp %8¢ 320am ¥ 60,000
- _ 5Br.H 600sqm ¥ 45,000 4Br.  380sqm ¥ 33,000 4Br. 275sqm ¥ 29,000 Yosemite 4Br.B 578sqm ¥ 45,000 Dragon Bay Villa Gulou Courtyards
HOtIIne' +86 (1 0) 8458 5667 I 5267 139 1115 3118 4Br.H 700sqm ¥ 50,000  Jing Shun Road Close to WAB  4Br.  310sqm ¥ 32,000 4Br.B1498sqm ¥ 48,000 4Br.C 516sqm ¥ 40,000 4Br. 9 3005qu ¥ 25000 3Br. 230sqm ¥ 30,000
E-mail: sa'es@joannarea'estate_com_cn Rits Garden Beijing Riviera 4Br. 40_05qm ¥ 36,000 4Br.B4 564sqm ¥ 60,000 SBrAF 3155qrr! ¥ 20,000 4Br 450sqm ¥ 38,000 'Wangfujing Courtyard
4Br.  400sqm ¥ 40,000 4Br.A 402sqm ¥ 48,000 Grand Hills 4Br.B3 596sqm ¥ 62,000 Capital Paradise 8 550 ¥ 50,000 4Br. 320sqm ¥ 35,000
4BrH 550sqm ¥ 48000  4Br.B 405sqm ¥ 48,000 4Br.C 502sqm ¥ 55000  4Br.C2 389sqm ¥ 40,000 3Br.  150sqm ¥ 12,000 I qm. §

website: beijing.joannarealestate.com.cn
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Beijing Riviera (A) - FIERE
« ID: 07353 450sqm, 5Br. 4Ba.

¥45,000
» detached, big garden, floor heating, value for money
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River Garden Villa (Il, C) - #%{EE Rose and Ginkgo (I) - JE#fHgimw0

«1D: 02738 300sqm, 4Br. 4Ba.

Apartments for Rent in Beijing

¥38,000
« detached, big garden, open kitchen, sunroom

« ID: 21517 410sqm, 4Br. 3Ba. ¥42,000

Cathay View - I
*ID: 01634 450sqm, 5Br. 4Ba.
« comer house, big garden, open kitchen, floor heating  detached, big garden, big balcony, open kitchen

¥50,000

Grand Hills (C) - AGHLLIFE
© |D: 09123 502sqm, 4Br. 4Ba.

Le Leman Lake Villa (F) - 355#

Yosemite (C9) - ffiLLI5EHE
©1D:20320 358sqm, 4Br. 3Ba. ¥40,000
« townhouse, big garden, big balcony

¥65,000
« detached, big garden, big balcony, big terrace

©1D: 00559 289sqm, 3Br. 2Ba. ¥20,000
« townhouse , big terrace, value for money

CBD Area 3Br. 188sqgm ¥ 31,000  3Br. 170sqm ¥ 18,000  4Br. 270sqm ¥ 32,000  2Br. 150sqm ¥ 15000  3Br. 240sqm ¥ 33,000  Mixion Residence 3Br. 150sqm ¥ 17,000 Palm Springs 3Br. 199sqm ¥ 20,000
Central Park ( I -1I) 4Br.  264sqm ¥ 42,000 3Br. 230sgm ¥ 26,000 SanlitunSOHO 3Br. 185sqm ¥ 15,000 4Br.  324sqm ¥ 43,000 1Br.  131sqm ¥ 14,000 4Br. 250sqm ¥ 35,000 2Br. 138sqm ¥ 17,000 4Br. 250sqm ¥ 30,000
2Br. 138sgm ¥ 18,000  4Br. 286sqm ¥ 45000  Xanadu Apartment 2Br. 154sqm ¥ 19,000  4Br. 210sqm ¥ 24,000 Lido Serenity City 3Br. 180sqm ¥ 23,000 MOMA - MOMA 3Br. 180sqgm ¥ 23,000 Beijing Golf Palace

3Br. 148sqm ¥ 23,000 Global Trade Mansion 1+1Br.110sqm ¥ 14,000  3Br. 182sqm ¥ 23,000 4Br. 280sqm ¥ 28,000  2Br. 112sqm ¥ 12,000 3Br. 205sqm ¥ 26,000 2Br. 142sqm ¥ 16,000 3Br. 220sqm ¥ 28,000 3Br. 270sqm ¥ 33,000
3Br. 199sqm ¥ 28,000  2Br. 171sgqm ¥ 18,000  2+1Br.175sqm ¥ 24,000  3+1Br.249sqm ¥ 31,000  Upper East Side - Binhe 3Br. 170sqm ¥ 19,000 3Br. 254sqm ¥ 32,000  3Br. 245sqm ¥ 25,000 4Br. 370sqm ¥ 45,000 4Br. 310sqm ¥ 55,000
4Br. 265sqm ¥ 43,000 3Br. 180sqm ¥ 20,000  China Center Place Shimao Int’l Center 3Br. 206sqm ¥ 25,000  4Br. 220sqm ¥ 33,000 Four Seasons 4Br. 305sqm ¥ 32,000 Park Avenue Boya Garden

4Br. 465sqm ¥ 90,000  3Br. 256sqm ¥ 25,000 2Br. 135sqm ¥ 13,000  studio78sqm ¥ 11,000 5Br. 390sqm ¥ 42,000 Lufthansa Area 2+1Br.265sqm ¥ 46,000 POP MOMA 2Br. 173sqm ¥ 19,000 2Br. 130sqgm ¥ 12,000
Central Park (I1I) Fortune Plaza 3Br. 213sgm ¥ 20,000 1Br. 107sqm ¥ 15,000 Upper East Side - Andersen  United Apartment 3Br. 350sqm ¥ 53,000 2+1Br.171sqm ¥ 22,000 3Br. 173sqm ¥ 23,000 3Br. 170sqm ¥ 15,000
2Br. 140sqm ¥ 20,000 2Br. 138sqm ¥ 13,000 Gemdale Int’l Garden 1+1Br.136sqgm ¥ 21,000 2Br.  150sgm ¥ 19,000 2Br. 166sqm ¥ 18,000 Beijing SOHO Residences 3Br. 205sqm ¥ 25,000 3Br. 210sqm ¥ 30,000 4Br. 228sqm ¥ 21,000
3+1Br.171sqm ¥ 28,000  2Br. 166sqm ¥ 15000  2Br. 112sqm ¥ 15,000  Joy court 3Br. 234sqgm ¥ 28,000  3Br. 196sqm ¥ 20,000 2+1Br.234sqm ¥ 25,000 Chaoyang Park Area 3Br. 250sqm ¥ 33,000 Park Apartment

3Br. 188sqm ¥ 28,000 3Br. 205sqm ¥ 19,000 3Br. 200sqm ¥ 23,000 1Br. 129sqm ¥ 14,000 4Br.  288sqm ¥ 33,000 4Br.  226sqm ¥ 22,000 2+1Br.290sqm ¥ 35,000 Greenlake Place 4Br. 290sqm ¥ 41,000 3+1Br. 245sqm ¥ 31,000
3+1Br.220sqgm ¥ 38,000 3Br. 253sqgm ¥ 28,000 Sanlitun Area 3Br. 192sqm ¥ 28,000 Richmond Park Chevalier Dongzhimen Area 3Br. 180sgm ¥ 16,000 4Br. 370sqm ¥ 48,000 3+1Br.265sqm ¥ 34,000
Central Park (IV) CBD Private Castle GuangCai Int'l Apartment Lido Area 2Br. 120sqm ¥ 12,000 3+1Br.220sqm ¥ 22,000 Seasons Park 4Br. 260sqm ¥ 28,000 4Br. 650sqm ¥ 120,000 Parkview Tower

2Br. 138sqm ¥ 20,000 2Br. 150sqm ¥ 14,000 3Br. 217sqm ¥ 22,000 Upper East Side 3Br. 188sgm ¥ 16,000 4Br. 296sqm ¥ 31,000 2Br. 128sqm ¥ 13,000 4Br.  298sqm ¥ 30,000 Oceanwide Int'l 4Br.  300sqm ¥ 33,000

CHINA DAILY

Richmond Park - FR&fokis
*ID: 40603 250sqm, 3+1Br. 3Ba.
+ground floor apartment with a garden

Park Apartment - X5
«ID: 01253 265sqm, 4Br. 2Ba.

SanlitunSOHO -=E 1 SOHO
«ID: 03775 250sqm, 3+1Br.3Ba.  ¥33,000
«middle floor, good view, value for money

Windsor Avenue - i&553GE
ID: 38759 310sqm, 3Br. 3Ba. ¥33,000
«high floor, south facing, good view, big balcony

Centrium Residence - §iZ2EiC
#ID: 39263 167sqm, 2Br. 2Ba. ¥30,000
egood view, open kitchen, floor heating

Fortune Heights - #1I&&
«ID: 5258 235sqm, 3Br. 2Ba. ¥39,000
«high floor, south facing, open kitchen

Central Park (I) - Fii#EkR
ID: 11008 177sqm, 3Br. 2Ba,
«high floor, garden view

¥32,000

«middle floor, south facing, nice balcony

¥29,000 ¥38,000
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United Apartment - US BRAE

#ID:21791 223sqm, 4Br. 3Ba. ¥24,000
«middle floor, garden view, good sunlight

Courtyards for Rent in Beijing

Concordia Plaza - EfRE
+ID: 18901 257sqm, 4Br. 2Ba. ¥18,000
*middle floor, big balcony, value for money

Four Seasons - PUFHER
#ID:20990 242sqm, 2Br. 2Ba.
«middle floor, good view, floor heating

Upper East Side - fA¥% £ %K
«ID:01676 204sqm, 3+1Br.2Ba.  ¥24,000
«high floor, garden view, nice balcony

Chevalier - LE8C
#1D:22649 450sqm, 5+1Br.5Ba. ¥ 55,000
«duplex, south facing, nice garden, big balcony

Park Avenue - AEXE
+ID: 08812 220sqm, 3Br. 2Ba. ¥32,000
«duplex, south facing, big garden, big balcony

Palm Springs - {2#] %
+ID: 06974 188sqm, 3Br. 2Ba. ¥26,000
«high floor, south facing, garden view

¥46,000
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| Scan for more properties
Gulou Courtyard . .
& latest information!

ID:40754 400sqm 5Br. 3Ba.
big yard, nice balcony, nice terrace

Beihai Courtyard

ID:22797 400sqm 3Br. 3Ba.
big yard, open kitchen, sauna room, basement

Guibinlou Courtyard

ID:40583 300sqm 4Br. 2Ba.
200sqm beautiful garden, big terrace, sunroom

Nanluoguxiang Courtyard

1D:40768 300sqm 5Br. 2Ba. ¥45,000
big yard, big terrace, open kitchen, good sunlight

¥50,000

¥80,000

¥100,000 ID:40766 300sqm 6Br. 3Ba.

beautiful yard, good sunlight

¥65,000




